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members to form the basis of a rational line of
party division. Nevertheless, the party division
continues. The governing group is divided arbi-
trarily into two teams, each of which is by
mutual understanding entitled to its turn of office
and emolument, and a number of real issues defined
neither by the people nor the Parliament but by the
politicians themselves, are raised from time to time
in order to give a semblance of reality to their
competition/5 x

The present situation is admirably contrasted
with the power exerted by the House of Commons
over the ministers and ministries between 1830 and
1870.

44 That power was not only possessed by the early
parliaments of the nineteenth century but was con-
tinually exercised; and administrations strong in
reputation and parliamentary support were rapidly
overthrown by revolts of their own followers and
dismissed by the vote of the Commons. So
Wellington was overthrown in 1830 and Grey in
1834. So Peel was driven from power by the
Protectionist revolt in 1845. So Lord John Russell
fell in 1852 and so in a few months afterwards fell
the ministry of Derby and Disraeli. So the coali-
tion ministry of Lord Aberdeen was defeated in
1855 by a vote of censure on the conduct of the
Crimean War. So in 1857 Lord Palmerston was
beaten on the Chinese War and again in 1859 on the
Conspiracy Bill. So in 1865 the strong ministry of
Russell and Gladstone was overthrown on its Reform
Bill by the rebellion of the 4 Adullamites.3 a

1 Op. cit., pp. 33, 34.                                  2 Op. cit., pp. 30, 31.